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A Quarterly Newsletter of the Miami County Museum
  &  Genealogy  Society

Fall  2012                                                                  Volume 27 - No.3
Miami County Historical Museum   

12 E. Peoria, Paola, Kansas 66071

Phone: 913-294-4940             E-Mail: museum@mchgm.org

 Web address; www.thinkmiamicountyhistory.com

Museum Hours: Monday through Saturday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Notice To Th e Membership
 Th e Miami County Historical Museum 2013 membership                   
  dues are now payable in the amount of $25.00.
  Make checks out to: 
 Miami County  Historical Society Inc.
 12 East Peoria
 Paola, Kansas 66071-0123

Notice 
Genealogy research fees are changing.

Call the museum at 913-294-4940 or E-Mail: 
museum@mchgm.org for current pricing.
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Presidents Report
   Th is quarterly newsletter is designed to be informative and entertaining to the reader as well as one of the benefi ts you 
receive for being a member of our Historical Museum.
 
   Part of being informative means keeping you in the loop on how we handle our growing pains, modernize our approach-
es, overcome fi nancial burdens, deal with personality confl icts, and last but not least create a vision for our future that 
protects the viability of our institution combined with the integrity needed to refl ect the seriousness of our mission. 
Being totally dependent on the generosity of our members and sponsors makes it so much more important that we insist 
on having the transparency that gives our supporters and donors the confi dence of doing the right thing with their gener-
ous contributions. 

   I had been quite content for the last few years to donate and take care of the museum website and the Facebook page, 
till I was asked to join the board in the spring of 2011. A young man had joined us as a volunteer at that time. We all were 
impressed with his compassion and love for history and we decided to, for the fi rst time in our 46 year existence, to create 
the paid position of a Museum Director for a one year commitment.

   For many years our operating budget of about $40,000 was covered by the a $11,000 participation of our County, mem-
bership fees, and donations, as well as a few grants. 
Th e new burden of a directors salary doubled the 
amount we needed to raise, but it was a chance the 
board was willing to take. 

   Donations and grants had allowed the museum 
over the last 10 years to pay their mortgage on the 
buildings that were purchased in 1998 to a remain-
ing balance of about $13,000, a small fraction of 
the value of the museum real estate assets. 

    In the middle of July of this year a few things 
took place that amplifi ed some personality con-
fl icts that seemed to have been brewing for some 
time. Unkind words, inability to compromise, the 
fi nancial uncertainties to meet our new budget 
requirements, opposing opinions on the sale of a car that had been given to the museum in 2002, involvement of outside 
parties, miss information and innuendo passed to the public, caused heated discussions, and at the end led to the resigna-
tion of our director, resignation of the board president and the secretary. 

    By default I found myself becoming the board president a few weeks ago, trying to make sense of things and bring things 
back to normal.

    Now, I understand that your curiosity wants to know more details, some fi nger pointing, a little blame game, a bit more 
blood and guts.
 
   Here is where I have to disappoint you, though, as I will not dwell in the past but rather tell you about the future, refl ect-
ing on the words of Mark Twain “the news of our demise has been greatly exaggerated.” 

    Our museum has one of the largest collections of artifacts and historic documents in the Midwest and will continue to 
strive into the future displaying these collections in the most exciting way via all kinds of modern media to the public. 
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    We will partner with learning institutions and other organizations to educate old and young about the role of our county 
as part of the eastern Kansas involvement in our nation’s history.

   We will strive to be the catalyst for local businesses to draw upon our technology and marketing to promote the tourism 
and visitor development for our county.

    We will continue to research and make available any kind of family history that our genealogy records encompass.

 Contrary to nasty rumors we will not sell or dispose in any form or shape any of the artifacts that have been donated to us 
with the exception of a 1929 Ford Model A that is cost prohibitive for us to store off  site and to maintain. Th is will only take 
place with expressed acknowledgement and permission of the donor family.

    Long overdue new bylaws, personnel and volunteer guidelines, as well as ethics rules will be implemented for the fi rst 
time in the near future. 

    We will not allow any member to join the board of directors or serve on any committee that could give the slightest ap-
pearance of any confl icted interest.

    We will have an accounting system and subsequent reporting system that will clearly and accurately refl ect our fi nancial 
realities and budget needs.
 
    All ideas and suggestions will always be welcome, but our main emphasis is to deploy 
sound business principles on which to build the future success of your Museum, and give 
you the confi dence that your support is deserved and appreciated.

Hannes M. Poetter   

(913) 557 3000 home   (913) 731 6600 mobile

New Exhibition Coming to Th e Museum Next Spring 

   Th e Kansas Humanities Council in conjunction with the Smithsonian Institution traveling exhibition “ Th e Way We 
Worked in Kansas” is making a six-stop Kansas tour in 2012 and 2013.  Th e nearest stop will be in Baldwin City, March 
23rd. through May 5th 2013. Th e Miami County Museum was chosen as a partner site along with 14 other museums in 
Kansas. A companion “On Th e Way We Worked” exhibit pretaining to a local business is to be displayed by each of 15 
museums.

   Our local companion exhibit on “From Fluor to Taylor Forge: 80 Years of Pipeline Forging History” will exhibit one of 
Miami County’s largest employers for nearly one century.  Th is exhibit will display how Miami County residents employed 
with Taylor Forge produced everything from basic piping to components for American nuclear submarines and fuel stor-
age vessels for the Space Shuttles.  

   Th is exhibit in cooperation with Taylor Forge historical department will assemble a photo display of the company’s his-
tory which will focus on the numerous photos of local residents past and present at work. Th ere will also be on display 
tools and scale models of products made by Taylor Forge Engineered Systems Inc.

   A committee of former and present employes of Taylor Forge has been formed, including our own Accessions Coordina-
tor Bernice Chitwood. Other members are Hazel Mitchell, Paul Staley and Roger Shipman, committee Chairman.

  For more information about the exhibit locations elsewhere in Kansas go to    http://kansashumanities.org/programs/the-
way-we-worked/



Page 5

MINI MINUTES 

Th e following are highlights of Executive and Director 
meetings for your information and a way to let you (a 
member) in on the workings.

AUGUST

August 14 was a special called meeting of the Directors and 
supporters of the museum. Hannes Poetter, Vice President 
welcomed everyone for attending and showing an inter-
est. He announced that Mike Gibson had resigned and he 
would be fi lling that position until that position can be 
fi lled by an election. 

At the regular board meeting on August 4 much discussion 
on issues regarding volunteers, Joe Hursey left  the meeting. 
He later stated on the web site that Friday would be his last 
day. He turned in his key and took personal items from the 
museum. 

Again aft er much discussion the opinion was that the 
museum by-laws are ineff ective and need to give a direc-
tion to follow. A budget should have been developed by the 
Director. Th ere has not been a Treasurer since January. A 
new slate of offi  cers will have to be voted on. 

Th e following will be addressed in coming weeks. 
Budget, changes to By-Laws, appoint a nominating com-
mittee, hold election and review Directors contract. 
At the close, Rob Roberts off ered to be the new museum 
Treasurer.

SEPTEMBER  

Hannes Poetter presided at Sept. 4 meeting. He announced 
that Joe Hursey has resigned. And we will be moving 
forward to be a successful museum. He thanked Sheila and 
Terry McNerney for donating a new computer to be used 
for bookkeeping by the Treasurer. 

LeAnne Shields stated that the July minutes have not been 
received from Marsha Cook. Marsha has also resigned. 
Sheila McNerney was nominated for a Director position, 
seconded and passed. Th e by-laws will be on the web site 
for review. Th e nominating committee met and submitted 
the following;. President, Hannes Poetter; Vice President, 
Carol Everhart; Secretary LeAnne Shields; Treasurer, Rob 
Roberts. Carol and Rob were elected as Directors. Th e slate 
was elected. 

A By-Law committee was appointed. Aft er discussion it 
was decided that more time was needed for study. 
Rob Roberts will be working on a report to bring up to date 
the fi nancial records.

Discussion on the 1929 Ford Sedan. It needs to be moved 
to a new location and discussion was on contacting the 
Barkis family, possible buyers and sale price.
We are encouraged to get new memberships. We also want 
to encourage people in the community to tell and record 
their family history. Th ese could be included on our web 
site.

Th e Museum Auction Fundraiser will be held Sat. Septem-
ber 29  3p.m. to 6p.m. Gene Morris, Jeff  Hartle and Ann 
Davis are spearheading this event. Jeff  and Ann will pro-
vide refreshments. Th is is a silent auction and members are 
encouraged to bring items to be auctioned off . Gene Morris 
will be donating a majority of items.

Th e annual fall fundraiser dinner will be postponed until 
aft er the fi rst of the year. 

Discussion on the upcoming Smithsonian exhibit “Th e 
Way We Worked”. Carol Everhart has volunteered to be the 
chair person.                                                                     

LIBRARY

Good news!!!  We have talked for a long time about the 
District Court records and many of our volunteers and 
student volunteers have worked on this project.

It is fi nally fi nished and is now on line. It is an alphabeti-
cal index of over 9,000 cases. It shows the name, the case 
number where it can be found and whether a plaintiff  or 
defendant. If you fi nd a name you are interested in, call us 
and we will look it up. Our research and copy fees do apply. 
Th ese are the original fi les from the court house. We have 
already received a query from this index.

We are looking to put some other of our indexes of original 
records on line. 

Sheila McNerney has expressed an interest in getting 
acquainted in the Library. She will bring computer technol-
ogy and skills to doing research with the records we have. 
We will be working on bringing up to date things that have 
been put on the back burner for awhile. We have a lot of 
interesting ideas to go forward with.  
Betty Bendorf
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History’s Mysteries  No. 9
   When you have an opportunity to “Google”—type in the search window—George Washington Carver and see 
what you fi nd.  He has a great history, as you will discover!  Quite a man he was!

   His history includes living in Paola and attending school at the old majestic Normal school that once stood 
on Tower Street.  Carver’s biography states that he attended school for a short period of time at this school. He 
therefore lived in Paola during that time.

   Also, I have read that while he lived here he sketched plants that grew in the area.  Apparently he published a 
book that may have contained some of these sketches of Miami County plants.

   Does anyone have any information relating to George Washington Carver’s brief stay in Miami County and 
Paola?  If so, please call the M.C.H.S. and let us know what history you have discovered.

History Mystery   No. 10
   As you can see, below, several of us are working on a Black History project that hopefully will result in a display 
in the near future at the Museum. Please read the following information concerning this project and see if you 
have any names of individuals that you feel should be honored or artifacts and additional information that may 
be displayed that relate to any of the following people or events. 

Please call me at 913-731-5506 or the museum 913-294-4940 if you can be of help to our eff orts.

Phil Reaka, Researcher

Miami County Historical Museum
Black History Research Committee Members

Phil Reaka   Larry Lybarger   Kevin Smith
Mrs. Smith   Marva Homrighausen  Linda Wiersma
Joe Hursey, Museum Director

HONORING MIAMI COUNTY BLACK HISTORY
Possible Black  Residents to Be Featured:

1. William “Bill” Gordon (Slave, Union Soldier, Paola Citizen & City Employee for 38+ years.
2. Th e 1st Kansas Colored Military Unit.
3. George “Washington” Carver—Lived & attended school here.
4. Th e Lowry’s—Father and son educators in Paola.
5. Albert James Moody—A respected airplane mechanic of the famous W.W. II “Red Tails” black fi ghter squad-
ron.
6. Th e Hanging of Henry Smith in Park Square.
7. Blind Boon, pianist.
8. Slaves yet to be discovered.
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Phil Reaka  

9. Others
Possible Stories to be Researched and Written:

1. Jim Lane’s 1st Kansas Colored Military Unit.

2. Th e Migration of Freedmen into the area.

3. Residents of Miami County who were former 
slaves.

4. Black Schools and Education.

5. Black Churches and Civic Organizations

6. Others

Note: While Joe Hursey has moved on to a greater 
calling as Smithsonian Museum Specialist, GS-1016-
09 in Washington, D.C., he has continued to encour-
age us to keep researching and writing historical 
articles for this newsletter.

   Besides the museum makeover and the refocusing 
of the museum’s eff orts into the rich Miami County 
history, the newly formatted newsletter has brought 
praise and attention of many people in the Midwest 
who have a serious interest in local Civil War history.

   Some individuals, who have worked for many 
years with the museum, seem to have a problem with the success that the museum is enjoying along with the 
professional looking “newsletter” that Roger Shipman has created and published which contained research and 
writings by Jim Bouseman, Joe Hursey, and myself. So what could possibly be the problem? Maybe jealousy? 
Who knows or cares? All that I can see is the success that the Miami County Historical Museum has received 
and that I am very proud of our eff orts.

   I learned a lot from Joe and Jim and also they may have learned something from my 
local history research eff orts as well.
Let us come together and support the past eff orts of Joe Hursey and those of us that 
have worked very hard to get the museum into a position to be very, very successful. 
Th is is not the time to tear it back down again!! 
Phil Reaka

    William “Bill” Gordon, Slave, Union Soldier, Paola Citizen      
    & Paola City Employee for 38+ years.
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Jim Bousman

AU (element 79): Gold, A Noble Element

By Jim Bousman
   My intent when I wrote the article “Prelude to Alaska” 
was to write a series of articles based on letters published 
in the Louisburg Herald from three or four members of 
the Louisburg community who joined the stampede to 
the Yukon and Alaskan gold fi elds.  Contrary to belief, 
Miami County does not exist in a vacuum.  Th erefore, 
the intent of the fi rst article was to present some idea of 
the spirit of the times and try to draw a parallel between 
the economics of the 1890’s and the present.  Th e second 
and following articles would then be based on the letters.   
Now it appears this was not a good strategy.  Th erefore, the 
following is a short version.   Th e letters are on fi le at the 
museum.

   L (Lou). C. Aldrich, R (Rob or Robert). W. Boyle, and 
E (Ezra). Vance Lee left  Louisburg, Kansas on February 
1, 1898, bound for the gold fi elds in N.W. Canada.  In a 
letter dated Feb. 7, 1898, (reference to letters is based on 
date written, not published in the Herald.)  Charles Kelley 
writes that he read where some of the citizens of Louisburg 
were headed to the Klondike.  Th e letter sets forth things 
that should be considered and in the last paragraph warns, 
“But remember that the Skaguay and Dyea trails are bar-
riers against incompetency.  Only men of strength of body 
and strength of character can overcome the mountain 
passes.   ……  Only the brave and hardy are equal to the 
mighty task and no such success shall come.”

   In a letter which starts out with a date of Feb. 16, L.C. 
Aldrich chronicles their trip ending at Dyea, Alaska with 
a date of Feb. 24.  Leaving on board the Portland Feb. 13, 
they sailed to Astoria and then out to sea.  Sea sickness and a fi re aboard ship forced a return to Astoria, before fi nally 
getting underway again.  On Feb. 17, he states, “Snowing rapidly.  All are well.”  Commenting that conditions aboard 
ship are not good, he foresees trouble.  Feb. 18, he describes the scenery and seeing the wrecked ship, Paronia.  Th e 
Oregon reached Ft. Wrangell on the 19th, and on the 20th she was shipwrecked in the Gastineau channel near Ju-
neau.  Finally on the 22nd, the ship is able to move and they reach Skaguay during the evening of the 22nd.  Two days 

later, they reach Dyea.

   March 1.  R. W. Boyle writes that the folks back home should not believe all the “hor-
rors” written in the newspapers about the country and fi nds Dyea “quite a decent place.”  
Th e boys made the trip up to the summit of Chilkoot Pass  and met with the Canadian 
offi  cials.  It appears coming back down was easy:  set down in a trough and slide.  Robert 
Boyle (His father, G. A. Boyle, was a doctor in Louisburg) brought along a medicine case 
and said he would practice “at odd moments.”  While at Dyea he made a couple of calls 
“on an old miner and cured him up.”

   From Dyea,  they moved to Sheep Camp. In reference to articles read in newspapers, 
Rob writes that “it is all bosh about desperadoes on the Yukon.”  It seems they had been 
going up to the summit of Chilkoot Pass and back down because on March 8th, he says 
they should have all their supplies at the summit tomorrow, the 9th.  (At this point I con-
cluded he hired porters to transport their supplies to the summit.)  “We got to the sum-
mit for less money than we expected and have not done a single hard days  work, and we 
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don’t intend to as long as we can avoid it.”  He says he “ 
feels sorry for the poor devils that have to pack and sled 
over their own outfi ts”.    Rob writes about going to the 
top of the summit to experience a snow storm, with snow 
blowing about 80 to 100 miles an hour.  He reached to 
top, then turned around and slid back down.  

   By the 20th of March, all the supplies have been moved 
to Lake Lindeman.   In this letter, Boyle begins with their 
arrival in Portland and their trip to Dyea.  He writes that 
it cost 3.5 cents per pound to have 2,500 pounds of sup-
plies delivered to the top of the Chilkoot pass.  Th is letter 
gives a good account of their experience at Sheep camp 
and Lake Lindeman.   Bob gives a good description of the 
“realities” of their trips to this point.  

   Rob Boyle writes a letter dated May 5 from a “Camp 
on Lake Bennett, N.W.T.  Th is again is another excel-
lent letter fi lled with their daily life, building a boat, and 
thoughts about the adventure so far.   In previous, as well 
as this letter, Boyle talks about good health.  Here, he says 
there are about a dozen women in their camp: all saying 
they are in the best health of their lives and glad to have 
come on the trip.  

   Th e letters continue to describe their trip to Dawson, running the rapids and surviving the voyage.  Th eir experi-
ences prospecting for gold is limited.  In a letter dated June 19, Vance Lee sounds discouraged, and says, “I think we 
will pull for the American side in a day or two.  American Creek is one place we have in view and if we don’t fi nd 
anything there we may go on to Circle City.”  However later he says they have over a year’s supply of grub and by the 
time it is gone, they may have something.

   By July 27th, we fi nd Boyle, Aldrich, and Lee at Eagle City, Alaska.  Th ey made a prospecting trip, walking 125 
miles, and staking out four claims.  Rob said if they don’t strike anything within a year, they will return to the states.   
Th e August 21 letter again shows disappointment.  Rob says,” we have not yet made a fortune”, but seems to think 
they will make some money by next spring.  Boyle, says he wants to return home next summer and this experience 
has taught him that mining is not the way to make money:  it is in commerce.  According to Rob, they each have 
claims, but don’t expect much out of them.  Th eir economic venture seems to be in real estate and establishing a store.  
Th e remaining letters continue from Eagle, Alaska.  Th ey tell of everyday life, Christmas, and in the March 20, 1899 
letter Robert Boyle talks about living in a 10 x12 tent from February 27 to March 6 in temperatures ranging from 56 
to 62 degrees below zero.   Bob says they will probably leave for the states during the summer.

   I’ve searched record systems and contacted several people in Louisburg trying to fi nd out what happened to the 
three young men who went to the Yukon in search of gold.  I’m guessing Robert Boyle returned to Kansas City.  I did 
not fi nd anything relating to L.C. Aldrich.    Vance Lee returned to the Louisburg community where he spent the rest 
of his life.  Vance died on June 11, 1958.
 
Th ere’s gold, and it’s haunting and haunting;
It’s luring me on as of old;
Yet it isn’t the gold that I’m wanting
So much as just fi nding the gold.
It’s the great, big, broad land ‘way up yonder;
It’s the forest where silence has lease;
It’s the beauty that thrills me with wonder,
It’s the stillness that fi lls me with peace.
              Robert Service                              From:  Th e Spell of the Yukon



   M. Marcus & J.P. Coffi  n
Photographers Coffi  n and Mar-
cus paid an occupational tax in 
Paola, Kansas in October 1862. 
“Marcus” was probably M. 
Marcus and his partner prob-
ably J.P Coffi  n. 

   J. P. Coffi  n applied for a 11 
month tax license for his own 
gallery in Paola in August 1864 
paying $9.17.  

    In May 1864 M. Marcus paid 
a $10.00 federal occupational 
tax as photographer in Trading 
Post, Kansas. It would appear 
that the partnership desolved

Ross I. Kelbaugh. Dictory of Civil 
War photographers. vol. 3. West-
ern States  and Territories, 2d ed. 
Baltimore Historic Graphics I992), 
pp.42. 44. Mangrum

C.W. Maugrum
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Miami County Photographers
By Roger Shipman

    As I was completing the summer issue of the quarterly, it was suggested that I change the cover photo to one of the cute 
little girl, Jessie Buck. I opted to stayed with the Paola National Guard Calvalry photos.  In this issue I wanted to use the 
recommended photo of Jessie Buck.   As I was searching for that picture I noted quit a number of other photographers’ im-
ages that I had scanned from various albums.  

   When I scan a picture the reverse side is copied as well if there is any information on it.  Th is information is important 
to anyone wanting to know more about the subject.  Th is is important, as I have a ninety year old album from Osawatomie 
that has hundreds of pictures but no way to identify any of the people.

   As I went through hundreds of pictures and was amazed to see so many photographic studios that were in the area in 
such a short period of time.  Th ere were fi ft een photographers in Paola and one in Louisburg from the 1860s to 1905.

   It seems that these photographers were an itinerant lot as some were here for a short period of time and others much 
longer.  Most of them had fancy art logos on their cabinet card backs.  Photographers pasted the picture onto the front of a 
cabinet card as the printing paper of the time was quite thin.  Th e fancy backs were probably printed back east.

   I did some research for their names but only got hits on a few.  Th ere was information from the Kansas Historical archives 
and a few on E-Bay.  People sell these old cabinet cards on the Internet when there is interesting subject matter.  

Th ere was one photographer, Ernest William Benedix, that had an extensive obituary that was so interesting that I 
decided to share it with everyone on page 22.

Collins Studio

1862 Coffi  n & Marcus



George Washington Brown 

   Brown, G. W. Ambrotypist, photographer; active Paola, 
Kans., 1864. Ambrotypist-photographer G. W. Brown fi led for 
a $10 federal tax license in Paola, Kansas.

    Mr. Brown was a man of many talents. He became a lawyer 
in Pennsylvania at 22 years of age. He moved to Kansas in  
1854 where he was editor of one of the fi rst free-state newspa-
per in the territory, the Herald of Freedom in Lawrence. 

  He came to Miami county in 1860 where he drilled 3 oil 
wells, built a hotel and started his photography enterprise. 

   Th e museum has examples of the three cent tax stamp that 
was applied to the back of every image sold.  Th is tax helped 
to fi nance the war. Th e photographer canceled the stamp by 
signing his name on it.

Frank Mitchler taken at 
Mr. Longey’s studio

W. S. HOWARD, photo-artist, 
rooms north side of park, suc-
cessor to C. W. Mangrum who 
established the business in 1868. 
Mr. Howard bought the gallery in 
March, 1880. 

   He was born in Chautauqua 
County, N. Y., learned the photo 
business in New York in 1870; 
removed to Pennsylvania in 1873 
and pursued the same business 
until 1880, when he came to 
Paola, and in March of that same 
year, bought out Mr. Mangrum, 
and has since carried on the busi-
ness at this place. 

    Mr. Howard is a thorough mas-
ter of his business and does none 
but fi rst class work. Does copying 
and enlarging and makes pictures 
in any style required.
From William G. Cutler’s History 
of the State of Kansas.

    Christopher Columbus Williar 1908 
1908 K.C. Directory:  Businesses in Louisburg, Kansas.  
Columbus C. Williar, Photographer
b  24 Dec. 1848, m 30 Jan. 1871 to Jane Elnor Bloomfi eld Shultz in Waynesboro, Franklin, PA, d 10 Dec., 1930 Louisburg, 
Miami County, KS
1910 census:  age 62, b 1848, in Maryland; 1910 residence—Wea, Miami County KS; Father’s/Mothers birthplace—Mary-
land
Military:  Union Soldiers Compiled Service Records: 1861-1865, Columbus Williar, age 18
Enlistment 24 Feb. 1865, 13th Infantry; Military Unit-fi rst Potomac Home Brigade, Cavalry; Muster Out 29 May 1865;  
Transfer to Co. IU, 13th Maryland Infantry.

John F. Barnhill

Page 11
continued on page 14

G.W. Brown
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Photos

7th grade students from Holy Rosary Wea Catholic School, Bucyrus.
Front row:  Nick Johnson, Falyn Nelson, Matthew Stack
Second row: Evan Garrett, Janae Kulman, Alex Kodas, Rachel Raney, Erica Yatsook, Drew Hill, A.J. Cordes
Th ird row:  Mrs. Lisa Guetterman, Kristoff er Aye, Dani Vanlerberg
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Th e Museum Silent Auction Fundraiser was held Saturday September 29 from 3:00 to 6:00 pm.  Th e 
event raised  $1067.50 and had a profi t of $850.71. Th anks to all of you that  participated.      
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D. M. Fergerson

From the Johnson County 
Museum

Photographer partnerships appeared to form and 
desolve, for example the Buck Brothers, J.N. and J. 
M Buck.  Th ere are cards that depict both of their 
names and others with just one.

Another pairing that parted company was Ober-
holtzer  and Carter.  Oberholtzer also had a studio 
at 807 Main in Kansas Clty MO.

O. H. Talbott card backBenedix Obituary on page 22

Th e Military Room has a new display of bullets and artillery shells supplied by Anthoney Maimer.

continued on page 22

J. E. Maxwell

A. J. Shannon Junior B. T. Riley

J. M. Buck



Th e Mad Stone
Truth or Myth?  

    Now folks, I don’t know about this one.  It was a widely practiced procedure traced back to at least the 1700’s in America 
and Europe.  Decide for yourselves. 

   Th e Mad Stone is a stony concretion (as a hair ball) taken from the stomach of a deer.  Th ey have been described as round 
or oval in shape with a porous surface texture measuring about 3 to 4 inches in size and very light weight.  Th ey have a 
brownish-green color with a highly polished surface.  Th e purpose of the Mad Stone was to cure rabies, hence the name.  

    Th e Mad Stone is an object that has several grades of curative power.  All stones are not created equal.  A stone from 
a brown deer will work in a bind if another cannot be found.  A better grade of Mad Stone comes from a white or spot-
ted deer.  Th is stone works a lot better than a stone from a brown deer.  Th e very best Mad Stone comes from an albino or 
“witch deer” that is pure white with pink eyes. It not only cures the rabies, it also cures rattlesnake and spider bites. 

   Now, there is a very strict set of rules associated with the use and care of a Mad Stone.  First, it can never be bought or 
sold.  It  must never be changed in shape.  Th e patient must go to the person with the Mad Stone.  Th e Mad Stone must 
never be brought to the patient.  Th ere can never be a charge for the use of the Mad Stone.  Th e stone was usually passed 
down from father to son.  Anyone who owns a Mad Stone can use the stone as long as they follow a strict set of procedures.

   Th e use of the Mad Stone is quite strict.  Th e procedure for curing the infected patient is as follows. When the person 
with the bite arrives at the place where the Mad Stone is kept, the stone is boiled in sweet milk.  Th e sweet milk neutralizes 
the poison from the bite. Th e stone must be boiled in the milk until the milk turns green.  Th at is how you can tell when all 
the rabies is out of the stone. 

    Aft er boiling the stone in milk, it is applied directly to the wound.  Th e wound must be bleeding.  If it is no longer bleed-
ing it must be scraped until it is bleeding.  Th e Mad Stone will stick to the wound if there is rabies infection in the wound.  
It does not need to be tied.  When the stone falls off  the wound, it is boiled again in milk to remove the poison from the 
stone.  Th e stone is re-applied to the wound.  If it sticks, there is still rabies in the wound.  When the stone fails to stick to 
the wound, the rabies poison is all gone and the patient will not get rabies.

   I did some further research into the chances of getting rabies from an infected animal.  In an article by a doctor who is 
an expert on rabies and the mad stone, she states that a person who is bitten in the face or head by an infected animal has 
a 90% chance of getting rabies.  A person who is bitten on the bare arm or leg has a 40% chance of getting rabies.  But a 
person who is bitten through clothing has only about a 10% chance of getting the dread disease.  Th ese numbers could be 
the reason for the magical curative powers of the stone.

   Have you ever wondered where the term “Dog Days” of summer came from? 
Th ey were originally called “mad dog days”.  Th ese are the hot summer days of 
August and September when rabies infection among dogs and animals was at it’s 
highest.  Th e Mad Stone practitioners must have really gotten a workout during 
this time of the year. 

   As for me, if I was bitten by an animal with rabies, the only way they would ever 
stick a mad stone on me was if I was laying on the Emergency Room table, getting 
shots in the stomach.  I am sure that a lot of the curative powers of the Mad Stone 
had to do with the belief in the stone, if it had any at all.  And not to forget, there 
were few doctors in the Indian Territory and doing anything was better than doing 
nothing, I suppose.

  A prominent Smith Mills merchant and his wife were savaged by a rabid dog 100 
years ago, but sought the  scientifi c method of treatment rather than the tradi-
tional mad stone.
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Mad Stone or Bezoar

by Jim Bousman
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   Mad stone? I scratched my head at fi rst, too. Bezoar is the technical term. More later about the mad stone.
John W. Haynes was a pretty forward-thinking guy and favored science over superstition. He was one of the county’s early 
owners of an automobile and was probably the most successful businessman in Smith Mills at that time.

   He and his wife, Mary, had just returned from the state fair in Louisville when she heard her puppy in distress, according 
to the Sept. 17, 1910, issue of Th e Gleaner.

   “When she picked it up it sank its teeth deep into her wrist. With a cry of pain she attempted to throw the dog off , but it 
had such a deep hold that she was unable to do so, and Mr. Haynes was summoned.”

   He succeeded in getting the dog to turn loose, but was bitten on one wrist and in shaking it off  that arm he was bitten on 
the other.

   “Th e dog was fi nally loosened and ran around in a circle, foaming at the mouth and blindly snapping at chickens and 
everything in its path.

   “Mr. Haynes and his wife sought safety in the house, but before gaining entrance they were compelled to run around the 
house and climb into a window ... fearing another attack.”

   Haynes got his gun and shot the dog, at which time a doctor was summoned. He advised the couple to immediately seek 
treatment at the Pasteur Institute in Chicago. Th ey left  by train the following morning with the dog’s head in their luggage, 
according to the Sept. 18 issue of Th e Gleaner.
      
   On Sept. 21 Th e Gleaner noted that Haynes had sent a letter saying the dog’s head had been examined and there was ab-
solutely no doubt it had suff ered from rabies. Consequently, the couple entered into a three-week treatment of being stuck 
with a hypodermic needle every morning.

   “Mrs. Haynes has suff ered a great deal since arriving at the institute. Her arm and hand continues to swell,” but it 
wouldn’t be clear what danger that posed until the 21-day treatment was over.

   If the couple had been bitten 10 or 15 years earlier the preferred treatment locally would have been application of a mad 
stone, which is a type of hairball taken from the stomach of a deer. Bezoars from goats and other animals have been used 
since antiquity as an antidote for poison; the very term stems from a Persian word with that meaning.

   Th e treatment went something like this: Th e mad stone would be boiled in milk and applied to the bleeding wound. It 
was supposed to stick there until all disease had been extracted from the victim’s body.

   Sounds pretty iff y to me.

   By 1910, though, the Pasteur treatment was pretty much accepted in medical circles. Louis Pasteur had successfully 
treated his fi rst patient in 1885, and the Chicago institute was founded in 1890, but it took a while for the word to trickle 
down to the hinterlands.

   For instance, a pamphlet issued July 9, 1910, by the 
Department of Veterinary Science at Kansas State Ag-
ricultural College found it necessary to state bluntly, 
“the mad stone is of no use as a prevention of rabies.”

   Th e good news is that J.W. Haynes and his wife 
both survived the mad dog attack. He died in 1914 of 
pneumonia -- caught while attending his brother’s fu-
neral -- and she didn’t die until 1935. Both are buried 
in the Smith Mills cemetery.       

Louis Pasteur



MAD STONE
TRUTH OR MYTH 

by Dena Myers 
________________________________________

   Holding the oval stone in the palm of her hand, Mary Kay Oberlin said, “I don’t know anything more about the history 
of my madstone except that it was passed down from my great-grandmother. My mother remembered as a child know-
ing a man who rode a steer instead of a horse to the local country store. A rabid dog bit the steer, and the man decided his 
steer was rabid because the place on his arm where the steer got the saliva on him swelled up. My grandmother boiled her 
madstone in milk and applied it to the man’s wound. My mother didn’t remember if the man recovered, but some people 
thought the madstone was a cure for rabies.” 

   According to some stories Doug Mahnkey has heard, people have recovered aft er using a madstone. Sam Massey, a Taney 
County resident, told him one such story from fi rst hand experience. 

   One summer day many years ago in Oklahoma, his brother Monroe came in from plowing the fi elds to eat lunch. He fed 
the team and then went to eat his own lunch. Aft er he fi nished, Monroe started back to the barn to get the horses ready. 
Th ey were gentle, but as he started to catch one of the horses, it seized his arm and shook him violently, making a terrible 
wound. It was discovered the horse had rabies. Th e father took him to Stonewall in Pontotoc County to a man who had 
three madstones. Th e man applied the stones to the boy’s wound, and one of the stones stuck to the boy for seventy-two 
hours. Monroe fully recovered. 

   In the isolated Ozark hills far from doctors and hospitals, death from a rabid animal bite used to be fatal. Doug remem-
bered, “When we were children, the talk of a mad dog in the country really put the fear in all of us. We didn’t know what to 
do if someone was bitten by a mad dog. Our parents warned us to be careful about any strange dog, or even if our own dog 
was acting strange, as there was no cure for rabies.” 

   Even people who had no faith in the eff ectiveness of the stone had no other recourse but to try the stone if there was one 
available. 
Webster’s Th ird New International dictionary defi nes a madstone as “a stony 
concretion (as a hair ball taken from the stomach of a deer) supposed to coun-
teract poisonous eff ects of the bite of an animal (aff ected by rabies).” 

   Doug Mahnkey found an older dictionary stating that the most famous mad-
stone in the united States was owned by the descendents of the Fred family in 
Virginia. Th eir stone was brought over from Scotland in 1776 and is said to be 
spoken of by Sir Walter Scott in his novel, Th e Talisman. It is said that of one 
hundred and thirty cases in which the stone has been used, none ever suff ered 
from hydrophobia. 

   Th e common belief is that the stone comes from the stomach of a white deer. 
Doug Mahnkey has his own theory of how the madstone develops. “Th e deer in 
the wild lick the rock glade and there’s a little salt in it. Th en they lick their bod-
ies, and that hair causes the stone to form in the deer’s stomach. Now that’s just a 
superstition on my part.” 

   Although each madstone probably has a diff erent appearance, Mary Oberlin’s stone fi ts easily in the palm of her hand be-
ing about three inches by two inches. It is smooth and rounded but porous, causing it to feel light in relation to its size. It is 
brown with lighter fl ecks. 

   People using the madstone for treatment boil the stone in sweet milk, or sometimes alcohol. While still hot, they apply 
the madstone to the wound. If the victim has rabies, the stone will stick to the wound and draw out the poison. Once the 
stone adheres to the wound, it cannot be pulled off . Aft er the stone is fi lled with the poison, it drops off  by itself. It is then 
boiled again in the milk which turns green the second time. Th e process of boiling and applying is repeated until the stone 
no longer sticks to the wound. 
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   Some Ozarkians say they would rather use the madstone than take the shots. Old timers relate the belief that even if one 
took the injected shots given today for rabies and was cured, when the last illness came to the person, regardless of how 
long it had been since cured from rabies, the person would die with the fi ts of hydrophobia. According to another tradition 
about the madstone, the owner must never sell it or ever make charges for its use. 

   Doug Mahnkey has found other people who have witnessed cures or have been treated by a madstone. One of these 
stones is the York stone. Th e history of this stone begins with Robert York who took a homestead north of Kissee Mills, 
Missouri, in the year 1900. While out hunting in York Hollow on his land, he killed a white deer, and in dressing the deer, 
he found a strange stone in its stomach. Th is stone has been handed down in his family. A little while before he died, York 
sawed the stone in half,giving a portion to each of his sons, one of whom was a stepson, Charlie Barnett. Charlie Barnett’s 
portion of the madstone is now in the home of his daughter. Th is stone was known as the Charlie Barnett stone or the York 
stone. 

   Alga Reese of Taneyville, Missouri, was treated with this stone. About 1920, Mr. Reese was helping a neighbor with a sick 
cow which was foaming at the mouth. In the struggle with the animal, Alga received a severe laceration on his leg. Th e 
cow was later found to have hydrophobia and died. Because Alga’s wound began to fester, he went for treatment to Charlie 
Barnett. Alga said the madstone was boiled in sweet milk and applied to the wound. On the fi rst application the stone stuck 
for sixteen hours and the second time for four hours. Th e swelling began to go down, and Alga completely recovered with 
no further trouble. 

   It is said that Mr. Barnett was off ered several hundred dollars for this stone, but he followed tradition and never sold the 
madstone. 

   Another story that off ers proof of the madstone is the J.M. “Mitch” Th omas family of Kissee Mills. When Mitch was a 
young man of about sixteen, he was bitten severely on the wrist by the family dog. Th e dog had been acting strangely and 
his parents were fearful that the dog had rabies. Th ey sent Mitch on horseback to the home of Lonnie Ellison who had a 
madstone. Mr. Ellison seemed in no hurry to get around to treating the boy. He boiled the stone in sweet milk and applied 
it to the wound, but the stone did not stick. 

   Mr. Ellison decided to test the stone. He went outside and brought a live bee from his bee hives into his house. He then 
placed the bee on the opposite wrist and allowed the bee to sting Mitch. Aft er waiting until the sting became red and swol-
len, he boiled the madstone in sweet milk and applied it to the bee sting. It stuck to the spot and drew out the poison. Mr. 
Eltison said, “Now, young fellow, the dog that bit you weren’t mad. You just go home and don’t worry.” 
Mitch’s parents weren’t quite satisfi ed by this. When they heard of Granny Nave on White River, who was said to have 
miraculous powers with her madstone, they sent Mitch to the Nave home. Granny Nave boiled the stone in alcohol and 
placed it on the wound, but it did not stick. When she tried the method again and the stone still did not stick, she, like Mr. 
Ellison, told Mitch to go home for the dog that bit him wasn’t mad. Th ese old-timers were correct. Except for a scar on his 
wrist, Mitch was not harmed by the bite. 

   “I checked on this Nave madstone,” said Doug. “Dora Nave said the madstone was handed down to her husband, and 
later it was given to Claude Nave who moved to New Mexico.” 
Dora recalled that one of the Nave boys, Small Nave, was bitten by a snake. When they applied the madstone to the snake 
bite, it stuck to the wound and removed the venom of the snake. 

   Like most of us in our age of scientifi c proof, neither Mary Kay Oberlin or Doug Mahnkey put much faith in the powers 
of the madstone in spite of the tales concerning it. 

   Mary Kay Oberlin rubbed her fi ngers ever the madstene handed down to her in her family. “If someone would get bit by 
a rabid dog, I would be happy to try out my madstone on them to see if it really worked,”’ she laughed. 
But along with the doubters, there are still believers. “I talked to a lady the other day,” Doug said, “and I said that I didn’t 
accept the madstone as a solid cure for rabies. Th is woman replied ‘Doug, I accept it as one of God’s miracles.’ So I say, is 
the madstone a myth? Is it magic? Is it a miracle? I guess it’s net for us to say. A scripture in the Holy Bible reads, ‘Behold, I 
shew you a mystery.’” 
________________________________________
Copyright © 1981 BITTERSWEET, INC. 



Page 19

Texas Trails: Rabid Remedies 

Wednesday, 31 March 2010 14:51 By CLAY COPPEDGE, Country World Staff  Writer 
  
   March 25, 2010 - Th ere was a time when you would do anything you had to do to lay hands on a madstone. Th at time 
usually came right aft er a person was bitten by a rabid animal because a good madstone was widely believed to be the only 
cure for the fatal misfortune of rabies.

   Madstones were (and are) basically gut rocks, stones that form in the innards of ruminant animals like cows, horses, buf-
falo and deer. Th e rocks form when the animal ingests dirt, hair balls, rocks or foreign matter like metal while grazing on 
grass.

   Th e matter calcifi es, much as a grain of sand embedded in an oyster turns into a pearl, and becomes in time a madstone, 
though there is not much demand for them these days. In frontier days, the best madstones were said to come from the 
belly of a deer. If the host animal was a white deer, you were dealing with pure magic -- or so the belief went.
Frontiersmen swore by these things because so many of them were bitten by animals that carry rabies, such as skunks, 
raccoons, dogs or coyotes. Th e high incidence of success probably had something to do with the fact that most of the bites 
thus treated did not come from rabid animals. We don’t know that, but it’s a fair guess.

    Out on the frontier, where rabid animals far outnumbered doctors or scientists, people didn’t take any chances. If they 
got bit by a member of any animal species known to carry rabies, the fi rst order of business was to secure a madstone. Th e 
stones were usually boiled in water or milk and applied to the wound.

   Th e stones were generally porous and the good ones, when applied to the wound, would stick, sometimes for several 
hours. When they fell off , it was believed that the poison was gone, though the stones were oft en applied a second time.
Th e madstones consisted mostly of magnesium, calcium, chromium, nickel, copper and lead. Because of the large number 
of buff alo during most of the 19th Century, these particular gut rocks were more common than they are today. Th ey were 
usually secured during the fi eld dressing process and were greatly prized. Particularly good madstones were passed down 
from one generation to the next. Neighbors called on each other to borrow a madstone to cure a black widow spider bite 
because madstones were believed to work on any poisonous bite.  

   With the state of medicine being what it was in those days, doctors generally tried to have a good madstone on hand. 
Some early day doctors like Benjamin Tomas Crumley were in high demand because of their madstones. Crumley was 
half-Cherokee and spent several years studying medicinal herbs with elders of that tribe. He also attended medical school 
in Paris. Dr. Crumley always had a madstone on hand and there are no reports of any of his patients dying from rabies.
Warren Angus Ferris, a pioneer surveyor who plotted a little settlement named Warwick that was later renamed Dallas, 
detailed use of the madstone in his diaries. Ferris was bitten on the leg by a rabid raccoon that broke into his home and 
tangled with two of his dogs, which later had to be destroyed because they came down with rabies or hydrophobia as it was 
commonly called.

   Ferris went straight to a neighbor on the Trinity River who had a madstone. Ferris wrote that during the time the stone 
was attached to the bite “the evaporating water could be seen as it was boiling at every tube, and I could feel a distinct 
burning sensation in the wound such as I would presume would be induced by a minute blister of fl ies.”
Ferris believed that the porous nature of the stone produced a vacuum in its openings that was caused by the hot water 
evaporating and that the bacteria had a strong chemical affi  nity for something in the madstone.
Who knows? Maybe it happened just that way. At any rate, he didn’t get rabies.
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Rosa Silveira (Joseph W . Lykins). Rose is a new 
member and found material about great grandfa-
ther Joseph Lykins, brother of David.
Mabel Rice (Sims, Gatlin).Mabel, new member, 
found Gatlin and Sims obits and family histories, a 
Sims marriage license and names of another gen-
eration in the surname fi le.
Paola High School (alumni)
ZoAnn McConchie (Whiteford Cem).ZoAnn, a 
new member, needed copies of Whiteford cem-
etery.
Stan Grant (Whiteford)
Wendell Mead ( Dan Mead & others, Murlin). 
Wendell, a new member, called about Meads and 
Murlins. We found wills and other probate and 
some Ethel Hunt research in the surname fi le.
Elizabeth Carroll (McCaslin, Carroll), Elizabeth, a 
new member, found obit of great grandpa Frank S. 
Carroll, nephew of Maxwell McCaslin, copy of his 
will and a letter from Wigners about them to Ethel 
Hunt, Also wanted photo of family store in Paola. 
Lawrence Goudie (Hayes, Hays, Hay, Arnett)
Tom Rafi ner (P.P. Fowler).Tom brought a Jay-
hawker history by P.O. Fowler and copied photos 
from an album.
Susan Freis Falknor (Hussey, Burns, Cantrell, 
Aurill, Sampson). Susan is a new member found 
information on her families.
Shari & Ken Knight (Knight, Th ompson, Finch, 
Chambers, Hodges)
Terri Mittel (Warren, Drake). Terri is a new 
member and copied all of a Drake probate fi le, also 
found Warrens In Drexel History book.
Cathy Barker (Osawatomie town pictures). Cathy 
gave a nice donation aft er copying some Osawato-
mie Town photos.

Th e following are walk-in researchers to the Library 
during this last quarter and surnames or information 
being searched.
Sheila McNerney  (Ellis) 
Jesse C Clarkson (Baptiste Peoria, John Clarkson) 
Jesse Clarkson came to fi nd anything about great 
grandpa Baptiste Peoria Clarkson, so named, because 
Mrs. Peoria delivered him.
Sandy Willoughby (Redda) Sandy Willoughby 
couldn’t fi nd where in Osawatomie her Redda in 1924 
was buried.
Amanda Robinson (Hottel, Brown, Six, King) Aman-
da renewed her membership.
Marilyn Cordill (Gilliland, Roman)
Chris Jorgenson (Carrie Harding, W.S. & Mary Smith, 
Philip, Robt, George, Josie & Catherine West) Chris 
became a new member.
Calayne Stanton (Ledbetter, Stanton, Petty, Kunca/
Konkey) Calayne became a new member.
Marilyn Chandler (Long)
Carrol Weldy (Gardner, Lee)
Roger Hunt (Hunt, Herring, Stilwell)
Steven Crawford (James Means)
Mary Kelly (Dor. Kelly, Lura Dean, James, Vernon 
Dean Kirk, Shirley Kirk,  Lena, Alva, Fannie, Alva Sr 
Kinnison). Mary left  death dates of 11 of her Kelly rela-
tives, also some Kirks.
Jacquline Sayler (Hickman, Harvey & Rose Myers)
Mary Hay Long (Hay, Anna Idon Hollinger). Mary has 
been a long time member and needed probate infor-
mation on grandparents and a great grandmother and 
an original marriage license.
Tracie Lee (membership)
Dale Weishaar (Weishaar, Stachling, Stellmacher). Be-
came a member and found good information to copy 
and left  a nice donation. 
Rosemary Smith (Ayres)

Miami County 
Genealogy Research Library

Section of the Miami County Historical Museum Newsletter



Mark Cadwallader (Cadwallader).Mark   is a new 
member and was happy to fi nd in the 1878 Atlas a 
picture of the nursery and a map of Louisburg showing 
the nursery.

Th ese researchers came from the states of Kansas, Mis-
souri, Iowa, Virginia, Georgia, Minnesota, Oklahoma, 
Texas, Illinois, New York, California, Utah and New 
Mexico

 Queries
Doris E. Anderson wants a copy of birth record for 
Hazel A Posey
Donna Devlin is looking for information about Pat 
Devlin. 
Evelyn Hilton wants name of pipeline her dad worked 
for at Louisburg in early 1930s. 
Teresa Dickhoner wants information about fathers stay 
at the Osawatomie State Hospital. 
Mary Emily Long is looking for a birth record of her 
father Laurence Charles Hay and information of the 
Hollinger family. 
Diane Etherson is trying to locate Darlene Ireland who 
was also interested in A.P. Hinx family. 
Neal Fenton wants marriage records for members of 
families of, Barnard, Fenton ,Mortimore and Christ 
also obits and Probate records.
Christie Lochowski-Harris  wants to know if we have 
any information on Barbara Hughes marriage to An-
thony Vohs.
Mabel Rice is looking for where Jake Sims is buried
Tom Lambaer is searching the wife of James Laff on 
who was Alice Maud Hedges. 
Diane Beets Moore wants to know who is the author of 
the Abraham Wise genealogy 
Karen Koenig would like death or marriage certifi cate 
for Wm. Sherman Huff  and Anne Cebelia (Collins) 
Huff . 
John Vincent is looking for information about Mary 
Daily. 
Christie Lochowski-Harris wants a copy of the mar-
riage of Anthony Vohs. 
Courtney Morehen wants assistance in search for pro-
bate of Andrew Patrick and burial information. 
Neal LeRoy Fenton wants marriage records for Leon-
ard Burton Fenton for two wives and obit for Bridgie 
Fenton.

Linda Joseph is researching Nathan H. Joseph 
Dave Fauss is coming to Paola and wants map of 
cemetery.   

Th ese queries have been researched by Elsie Cordle 
and Iris Kluber.

Recent Acquisitions

Th e Museum received the following items for perma-
nent collection this quarter.

From Carol Franz ( a cheese grader)
Wilma Homrighausen (school books of the l940s & 
50s)
Delores Smith Austin (Smith Nursing Home sign in a 
silver frame)
Kenneth Head (plane for wooden wagon wheels. 
Plane before putting the metal ring on.)
Evelyn Hilton (photos)
Jo Atkinson (advertising on curtain at the Playmart 
for the D.O. Sellers Monument Works )
Ernie Scherman (Photos)
Cathy Burson (Two Ursuline Alumni News)
John Enlgen (Post Card, Pearl Street)
Lawrence (Larry) Fritscher (Ribbon/St. Joseph Branch 
CMGA No l7)
Janet Foster (Early photo by Buck, Paola baseball 
team)
Bill Glenn (School Project books)
Elizabeth Meeks estate (Civil Defence/Storm)
Christy Dreiling (Abstraxt)
Linda Barnett (Picture Rock Crusher-Paola, Ks.)
Gala Sharp (Early photo Beagle Farmers Supple)
Mildred Haley (Scrap books with index)
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Photographer - Ernest William Benedix, Obituary
History on this family was found on the 1900 census of Jeff erson County Kansas
#483,E.D. 68 pg 3 line #77.

Th e Benedicto name was changed to Benedix when Ernst came to America

1. 1854= Moved to America, with Uncle, to Weston Mo. to join father Johann Carl.
2. 1856-1858= Moved to Platte City Mo. Run out by Rebels near th beginning of the war
3. 1862 = August Enlisted at Leavenworth, 16 yrs old, serving his country until 
4. 1865= June 13, Discharged hohorably at Leavonworth. Following the surrender of Gen. LeeServed in Company G 11th Kansas Cav-
alry under Captain A.C. Pierce.
First as a Musician and was later Body Guard to Gen. Curtis, commander of Western Division.
BATTLES: Th e 11 Kansas fought all over Mo.= Kane Hill, Lexington, Westport, Price’s Raid, Prairie Grove and many other battles with 
a great many casualties. Many times the troops were forced on marches with only hard tack and tobacco to keep them going and Billy 
oft en spent night sleeping between his pony’s legs trying to keep warm, and awakening to fi nd himself covered with water up to his 
neck, sometimes frozen in. Yet he suff ered no ill eff ects except defective hearing from canonading. His Uncle, Ernest Benedix was killed 
at Wilson Creek Battle, and his uncle Herman and a cousin with whom he came to America, were also killed.

  5. 1862-1865= Father moved to Grasshopper Falls, (Valley Falls)
  6. 1865= Billy, Ernest Wilhelm Benedix, moved to Valley Falls-Baker.
  7. 1865-1872= Valley Falls and then “Paola” (photog).
  8. 1872= Enterprise Kan.- Bookstore & Assistant Postmaster.
  9. 1874= Married Elizabeth Tischhauser in Enterprise.
10. 1878= Valley Falls- Crosby & Kendall store & self employed.
11. 1878-1884 Valley Falls.
12. 1884 Few months in California.
13. 1884-1898 Valley Falls.
14. 1898 Few months in Arkansas.
15. 1898-1916 Valley Falls, Merchantile
16. 1916 Retired

Th e following are obituaries for Ernest William Benedix. One or some of thers Obit’s were taken from the Farmers’ Vindication 
???????????, Kansas. Copy is not clear.

Obituary, Benedix

   Ernest William Benedix was born December 9, 1846, in Ehernberg, Saxony, and passed away November 7, 1923 in Leavenworth, Kan-
sas at the age of 76 years 11 months and 29 days.
   At the age of eight years in 1854m Billy came over to America accompanied by an uncle to join his father in Weston, Mo. Aft er a 
few years, they moved to Platte City MO. where they were run out by rebels near the beginning of the was.....enlisted at Leavenworth. 
August...1862, at the age of 16 years, serving his country until June 13, 1865 when he was honorably discharged at Leavenworth, follow-
ing the surrender of General Lee. He served in Co. G. 11th Kansas Cavalry under Captain A.C. Pierce fi rst as musician, and was later a 
bodyguard to General Curtis who was in command of the Western Division. Th e 11th Kansas fought all over Missouri, being in many 
battles. Kane Hill, Lexington, Westport, Price’s Raid, Prairie Grove and many other battles with a great many casualties. Many times the 
troops were on forced march with only hard tack and tobacco to keep them going, and Billy oft en spent a night sleeping between his 
pony’s legs trying to keep warm, and awakening to fi nd himself covered with water up to his neck, sometimes frozen in. Yet he suff ered 
no ill eff ects except defective hearing from the cononading, although his uncle, Ernest Benedix was killed at Wilson Creek Battle, and 
his uncle Herman and a cousin with whom he came to America, were also killed. His father had moved to Grasshopper Falls, then 
called Sawtelle Falls during the was and opened a bakery. Here Billy came aft er being mustered out in 1865, later going to Paola where 
he engaged in photography.
   In 1872 he went to Enterprise where he owned a book store and was assistant postmaster. He was married there in 1874 to Elizabeth 
Tischhauser and to this union were born fi ve sons and four daughters, two sons, Clarence and Walter dying in infancy. He moved to 
Valley Falls in 1878 where he worked in the Crosby and Kendall store, later engaging in business for himself. Here he remained with 
the exception of a few months in California in 1884 and a few months in Arkansas in 1898, engaging in mercantile business until 1916 
when he retired to a small acreage south of town where he enjoyed raising fl owers and fruit. He was indisposed aft er a trip to Kansas 
City, October 18th and an examination n revealing the need of an operation, he entered the hospital at Leavenworth, Kansas, October 
24, 1923. He was operated on November 2, 1923 for a large cystic tumor, acute Brights Disease set in, resulting in death November 7, 
1923.

Page 22



Page 23

Miami County Publications—Summer Sale 
   Journeys of Ursuline Academy & College

  New this Year!  Th e history of Ursuline College with personal stories, scrapbooks and photos, 
  Hardback   price is $35.00 plus $5.00 P&H

Family Histories and Stories of Miami County, Kansas, 1987 VOL I
  CD now available Reduced Now only $20.00 plus $5.00 P&H

Family Histories and Stories of Miami County, Kansas, 1998 VOL II
  Hardback Excess Inventory Sale $20.00 plus $5.00 P&H

Cemeteries of Miami County, Vol. I (rural south 2/3 of county)
  Beagle, Block, Cashman, Daganett, Debrick, Fontana; Frank, Greenvalley, Herman, Highland, Hodges, Indianapolis,       
  Jingo, Fressenden, Mannen, Miami, County Poor Farm, Mound Creek/Mount Nebo, New Hope, New Lancaster, Rock            
  ville, Settle, Spring Gtove, Stanton, Whiteford and Wilson-Raymer  Hardback (Reprint) $19.50 plus $5.00 P&H

Cemeteries of Miami County, Vol. II (north 1/3 of county)
  Antioch, Ayers, Bucyrus, Old Marysville, Hillsdale (old & new), Louisburg (old & new), Pleasant Valley, Rock Creek,         
  Scott’s Valley, Somerset, St. Mary’s, Wagstaff , Wea, Holy Rosary, (Lane & Shively in Franklin Co.)
  Hardback (Reprint) $19.50 plus $5.00 P&H   

Cemeteries of Miami County, Vol. III
  Paola City, Oswatomie City, Holy Trinty, Memorial Gardens and 1990 updates for all cemeteries 
  Soft back $20.00 plus $5.00 P&H (Glenwild & Sharen in Cass Co.)

Illustrated Historical Atlas of Miami County, 1878, 1901 or 1927
  Photocopies of the original Atlas includes many pictures and ownership maps of the county Soft back 
  $15.00 plus $5.00 P&H

Index of Taxpayers of Miami County, 1878
  Lists of land owners or residents $3.00 plus $1.00 for $5.00 P&H
      

Th e Story of Paola, 1857-1950 by McLachlin
  Soft back Part 1 and Hardback Part 2 with Index to both parts Sold as a set $19.50 plus $5.00 P&H 
  Soft back Part 1 $9.50   Index only for original book owners $5.00

Barns of Miami County, Kansas
  457 old barns in full color 136 pages $39.95 plus $5.00 P&H

  Hardback used books - Genealogy & Highschool yearbooks, priced as marked.

  And So It Began by Bettie Garrison Ore
  Th e Miami County Historical Society 1965-1980 price $5.00 plus $5.00 P&H

  Probate Index of Miami County, Kansas 1858-1941 CD-ROM $15.00 plus $5.00 P&H

  District Court Records Index 1857 - 1925   Hardback $19.50 plus $5.00 P&H

  Paola in 2nd. Half of the 20th Century by Ross,  $10.00 plus $5.00 P&H -Great Book! Good Buy!! 

  Cliff  Wright’s,  World War II For One, $18.27 plus $5.00 P&H  and  Kansas Folklore $21.46 plus $5.00 P&H

  Drexel, MO History 1890 - 1990, $25.00  hardback plus $5.00 P&H

  Lest We Forget (List of Oswatomie Alumni) $6.00 plus $5.00 P&H

  WW I  Letters Home  by Jim Bousman    $25.00 plus $5.00 P&H

  Kansas Th en and Now, Monroe Dodd,   $26.95 plus $5.00 P&H
      
  Paola High School Alumni 1888-1988 $4.00 plus $5.00 P&H

  Add 8.8% Kansas sales tax to order total, Please make checks to:      Miami County Historical  Society Inc.
            12 East Peoria
  e-mail: museum@mchgm.org  for a correct total price.      Paola, KS 66071-0123
            Phone 913-294-4940
               Web site  www.thinkmiamicountyhistory.com

Now on DVD      

Paola 150 Year Timeline

$15.00 plus $5.00 P&H




